
Laura Lee was one of the first 
PwC NEXT Young Leaders - a 
role that had her shadowing 
NEXT CEO Bill Kermode and 
learning the mechanics of 
strategic philanthropy. It had a 
profound effect on her career 
and personal aspirations, she is 
now committed to protecting 
the environment and is even 
seen pulling dead rats from 
traplines in her spare time. 

Giving encourages giving. On top of the generosity of 
our founders we are also privileged to have many other 
generous New Zealanders giving NEXT their time, 
expertise and experience to help achieve our goals in 
education, the environment, and strategic philanthropy. 
We call these people our Champions – they are a critical 
part of how NEXT works to provide more than just 
financial support to for-purpose organisations. 

We are extremely grateful for the Champions 
contributions, and we know the organisations they each 
support feel the same way. In this series we profile some 
of our Champions and discover what makes them tick . . . 
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1. What is your relationship with NEXT and how did 
that come about? 

In 2016, I was seconded to work alongside Bill Kermode for nine 
months as part of the PwC NEXT Young Leader programme. 
It was an incredible opportunity for me to see first-hand the 
huge generosity, effort and ingenuity so many Kiwis contribute 
behind the scenes to improve the education and environmental 
outcomes for New Zealand. It also coincided with my partner 
starting as a maths teacher at Tamaki College and who was 
separately involved in projects that the NEXT Foundation 
supports (Ako Mātātupu Teach First NZ, Manaiakalani). 

2. What are the ways that you engage with the 
Foundation and with the wider NEXT community?  

I am fortunate to still be able to attend events hosted by the 
NEXT Foundation where inspiring people share their stories. 
The format of the events means there is time to share and 
connect with like-minded people. 

3. Why do you engage with NEXT? 

There is no doubt that their areas of focus, the environment 
and education, are foundational to our national identity as 
New Zealanders. I engage with NEXT because we share the 
same attitudes, intentions and hopes for these areas. It’s also 
very easy to be inspired by the generosity of Annette and Neal 
Plowman, the goals NEXT sets for itself, and the methods in 
which they approach their strategic investment. 

NEXT also makes it easy to engage with them. They are open, 
visible and even vocal when they need to be. I thought their 
support of the Fight for the Wild series was a fantastic way 
of honestly sharing the current threat our native wildlife is 
experiencing and extending the reach of people they engage 
with. As hard as it was to watch certain scenes, I know it will 
have inspired collective action.

4. What has changed for you as a result of your 
relationship with the Foundation?   

It completely shifted my personal and career priorities. I took 
a leap and started a new role at Mercury because I wanted 
to be in an industry that can directly influence and shape 
environmental outcomes in New Zealand. My understanding of 

the energy sector has grown enormously in the last two years. 
I find it hugely valuable being informed when the Government 
announces policy changes, such as those around increasing 
the electrification of transport and its goal of 100% renewable 
electricity generation by 2030.

5. Has NEXT influenced your behaviour in regards to 
generosity and making a difference in the world? 

Annette Plowman spoke at a NEXT Foundation event last year 
and she put forward that perhaps the most important thing to 
give is your time. That really stuck with me because it can be 
easy to feel defeated when the problems are so big, but she 
reinforced to me that the collective action of many individuals 
is valuable. By reprioritising, time is something that I can 
personally give – and so that’s what I’ve tried to do!

6. Has NEXT supported you to make a difference in 
your own areas of passion or interest?  

I loved my experience with the Foundation. Bill was more like 
a friend, but he challenged me to question the status quo and 
to reject complacency. Having this small taste gave me the 
confidence to go out and contribute in my own way. This has 
involved acts as small as nominating a fantastic community 
initiative for a grant from my works Employee Community 
Fund to pulling rats out of a trapline in the Kaipara Harbour in 
the middle of winter!

7. What’s one learning in strategic philanthropy for you?

One thing that surprised me was that it can be harder to give 
away the money in a meaningful way than it was to make it. I 
am hopeful that this method of giving will help philanthropy to 
be as effective as possible and a valid contributor to positive 
and long-lasting change. From what I have seen at NEXT I think 
we have reason to be optimistic for the future.       

8. What is the future you dream of for NZ for 
generations to come?  

I hope it’s a New Zealand that is proud of the decisions we are 
making today. 

“Annette Plowman spoke at a NEXT Foundation event last year and 
she put forward that perhaps the most important thing to give is 
your time. That really stuck with me because it can be easy to feel 
defeated when the problems are so big, but she reinforced to me that 
the collective action of many individuals is valuable.”


